POLYGLOT FRENCH - EPISODE 5

Key Vocabulary

la famille — the family

The closest family

la mere mother

le pere father

le frere brother

la sceur sister

les parents the parents

le fils son (L is silent)
la fille daughter

les enfants the children

The bigger table

le grand-pere grandfather

la grand-mere grandmother

I’oncle uncle

la tante aunt

le cousin / la cousine cousin (boy) / cousin (girl)

The golden sentence

Voici ma famille. Here is my family.

J’ai un frere. | have a brother.

J’ai une soeur. | have a sister.

Je n’ai pas de sceur. | have no sister.

C’est mon frere. / C’est ma sceur. This is my brother. / This is my sister.
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Say It Better

mon - ma - mes and the three traps

The one rule: the word follows the NOUN, not you

mon frere my brother — frére is masculine
ma soeur my sister — sceur is feminine
mes parents my parents — plural

* A man and a woman both say ma sceur.
* A boy and a girl both say mon frere.

* Ma mere, never mon mere — mother is feminine, whoever you are.

Trap 1 — MON MERE is wrong

Don’t say: mon mere

Say: ma mere. (the noun is feminine — the speaker’s gender changes notl

Trap 2 — SON does not tell you HIS or HER
son frere = his brother OR her brother.

son / sa / ses follow the same noun rule: son oncle, sa tante, ses cousins.

Trap 3 — after a NO, un/une become DE
Don’t say: je n’ai pas une sceur

Say: je n’ai pas de sceur. (no un, no une after the negative)
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Practice Time

say every answer out loud — your mouth learns first

A. English -» French (the people)
* mother -»

o father »

* brother -»

e sister »

e son -

* daughter -»

e grandmother -»

e uncle -»

e aunt -

cousin (the girl) -

B. mon, ma, or mes?

* my/his/her __ pere (my father) -»

* my/his/her __ mere (my mother) -

* my/his/her __ frere (my brother) -»

* my/his/her ___ sceur (my sister) -»

* my/his/her __ grands-parents (my grandparents) -»
* my/his/her __ oncle (hisuncle) -»

* my/his/her ___ tante (her aunt) - _

C. Build the sentence
* Hereis my family. -»
* | have a brother. -»
* | have no sister. -»

e This is my mother. -
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Answer Key

check yourself — no peeking first

A. The people

* la mere, le pere, le frere, la sceur, le fils, la fille, la grand-mere, I’oncle, la tant

B. mon, ma, or mes?
* mon peéere

* ma mere

e mon frere

°* ma sceur

* mes grands-parents
e son oncle

e sa tante

C. The sentences

e Voici ma famille.

J’ai un frere.

Je n’ai pas de soceur.

C’est ma mere.

D. Your turn

* Voici ma famille. Mon pére s’appelle... — your story, your words.

Well done. You met the family,
and mon ma mes is yours.

Next episode: where you live — your street, your city, your home.
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